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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1 , 1 1 - 1 5, 21 - 25, and 31 - 32, which were previously elected in a 
response to the restriction requirement on March 18, 2010, are fully considered below. 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
September 22, 2009 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 , 1 1 - 1 5, 21 - 25, and 31 - 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over Refuah et al. (U.S. Patent Publication 20100050078), 
hereinafter, "Refuah," in view of Julliard etal. (U.S. Patent Publication 20040034631), 
hereinafter, "Julliard." 

With respect to claims 1,11, and 21 , Refuah teaches: 
reception means for receiving a plurality of taste information that represent 
respective tastes of a plurality of users from a plurality of terminal apparatuses of the 
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plurality of users (see paragraphs [0012] and [0013], where user profile information is 
received about a particular user, and information with respect to their persona and or 
mood, also see paragraph [0155], where users may have particular tastes); 

storage means for storing the received plurality of taste information and group 
information in association with the plurality of users (see paragraph [0014], where a 
personality profile is stored for a user, see paragraph [0024], for storage, also see 
paragraph [0041] where personalities may be defined for a group of somehow related 
users, also see paragraph [0068], for a library of virtual personalities); 

search means for receiving an introduction request including search key 
information from a first user (see paragraph [0021], where search key information is 
received from a user, also see paragraph [0036], where a search key may be entered). 

Refuah does not explicitly teach searching for a second user associated with 
taste information having a resemblance to the search key information from the plurality 
of taste information stored in association with the plurality of users in the storage 
means, retrieval means for retrieving at least taste information or group information 
associated with the second user for introduction to the first user, the retrieved taste 
information or group information not being associated with a taste information of the first 
user, and transmission means for transmitting the retrieved taste information or group 
information associated with the second user to a terminal apparatus corresponding to 
the first user as claimed. 

However, Julliard teaches: 
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searching for a second user associated with taste information having a 
resemblance to the search key information from the plurality of taste information stored 
in association with the plurality of users in the storage means (see paragraphs [0005] 
and [0007], where items are recommended to users by analyzing user's preferences, 
and linking users to each other based on their personal preferences, see paragraph 
[0007], where taste is equivalent to user preference); 

retrieval means for retrieving at least taste information or group information 
associated with the second user for introduction to the first user, the retrieved taste 
information or group information not being associated with a taste information of the first 
user (see paragraph [0005], where items are recommended to users by analyzing 
user's preferences, and linking users to each other based on their personal preferences, 
see paragraph [0006], where recommender systems are present within communities, 
defined by their common interests and practices to effectively share knowledge); and 

transmission means for transmitting the retrieved taste information or group 
information associated with the second user to a terminal apparatus corresponding to 
the first user (see paragraph [0005], where items are recommended to users by 
analyzing user's preferences and linking users to each other based on their personal 
preferences). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the teachings of Refuah with the teachings of Julliard in order to allow 
the user to review a document available in a list of documents in the shared repository 
to provide feedback on the document. Additionally, in Julliard, the recommendations are 
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made while simultaneously storing the document in the shared document repository, 
thus enabling a reduced effort on the part of the user to supply and maintain a 
recommender system. 

With respect to claims 12, 22, and 24, Refuah does not explicitly teach the 
transmitting step transmits at least the group information that represents groups that the 
plurality of users belong to and that is associated with the second user to the terminal 
apparatus of the first user as claimed. 

However, Julliard teaches: 

the transmitting step transmits at least the group information that represents 
groups that the plurality of users belong to and that is associated with the second user 
to the terminal apparatus of the first user (see paragraph [0005], where items are 
recommended to users by analyzing user's preferences, and linking users to each other 
based on their personal preferences, also see paragraph [0006], where recommender 
systems are present within groups of users or communities, defined by their common 
interests and practices to effectively share knowledge). 

With respect to claim 13 Refuah teaches: 

the receiving the introduction request step receives a part of the plurality of taste 
information as the search key information (see paragraph [0021], where search key 
information is received from a user, also see paragraph [0036], where a search key may 
be entered). 

Refuah does not explicitly teach the searching step searches for taste 
information including the search key information from the plurality of taste information of 
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the plurality of users stored in the predetermined storage unit to identify the second user 
or the transmitting step transmits at least the group information that represents groups 
that the plurality of users belong to and that is associated with the second user 
information to the terminal apparatus of the first user as claimed. 
However, Julliard teaches: 

the searching step searches for taste information including the search key 
information from the plurality of taste information of the plurality of users stored in the 
predetermined storage unit to identify the second user (see paragraphs [0005] and 
[0007], where items are recommended to users by analyzing user's preferences, and 
linking users to each other based on their personal preferences, see paragraph [0007], 
where taste is equivalent to user preference); and 

the transmitting step transmits at least the group information that represents 
groups that the plurality of users belong to and that is associated with the second user 
information to the terminal apparatus of the first user (see paragraph [0005], where 
items are recommended to users by analyzing user's preferences, and linking users to 
each other based on their personal preferences). 

With respect to claim 14, Refuah does not explicitly teach the transmitting step 
transmits at least the taste information of the second user and the group information that 
represents groups that the plurality of users belong to and that is associated with the 
second user to the terminal apparatus of the first user. 

However, Julliard teaches: 
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the transmitting step transmits at least the taste information of the second user 
and the group information that represents groups that the plurality of users belong to 
and that is associated with the second user to the terminal apparatus of the first user 
(see paragraph [0005], where items are recommended to users by analyzing user's 
preferences, and linking users to each other based on their personal preferences). 

With respect to claim 15, Refuah teaches: 

receiving the introduction request step receives a part of the plurality of taste 
information as the search key information (see paragraph [0021], where search key 
information is received from a user, also see paragraph [0036], where a search key may 
be entered). 

Refuah does not explicitly teach searching step searches for taste information 
including the search key information from the plurality of taste information of the plurality 
of users stored in the predetermined storage unit to identify the second user or 
transmitting step transmits at least the taste information of the first second user and the 
group information that represents groups that the plurality of users belong to and that is 
associated with the second user to the terminal apparatus of the first user 

However, Julliard teaches: 

searching step searches for taste information including the search key 
information from the plurality of taste information of the plurality of users stored in the 
predetermined storage unit to identify the second user (see paragraphs [0005] and 
[0007], where items are recommended to users by analyzing user's preferences, and 
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linking users to each other based on their personal preferences, see paragraph [0007], 
where taste is equivalent to user preference); and 

transmitting step transmits at least the taste information of the first second user 
and the group information that represents groups that the plurality of users belong to 
and that is associated with the second user to the terminal apparatus of the first user 
(see paragraph [0005], where items are recommended to users by analyzing user's 
preferences, and linking users to each other based on their personal preferences). 

With respect to claims 23 and 25, Refuah teaches: 

the search unit is configured to receive a part of the plurality of taste information 
as the search key information (see paragraph [0021], where search key information is 
received from a user, also see paragraph [0036], where a search key may be entered). 

Refuah does not explicitly teach the search unit is configured to search for taste 
information including the search key information from the plurality of taste information 
stored in the storage unit to identify the second user or the transmission unit is 
configured to transmit at least the group information that represents groups that the 
plurality of users belong to and that is associated with the second user to the terminal 
apparatus of the first user. 

However, Julliard teaches: 

the search unit is configured to search for taste information including the search 
key information from the plurality of taste information stored in the storage unit to 
identify the second user (see paragraphs [0005] and [0007], where items are 
recommended to users by analyzing user's preferences, and linking users to each other 
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based on their personal preferences, see paragraph [0007], where taste is equivalent to 
user preference); and 

the transmission unit is configured to transmit at least the group information that 
represents groups that the plurality of users belong to and that is associated with the 
second user to the terminal apparatus of the first user (see paragraph [0005], where 
items are recommended to users by analyzing user's preferences, and linking users to 
each other based on their personal preferences). 

With respect to claims 31 and 32, Refuah teaches: 

receiving a plurality of taste information that represent respective tastes of a 
plurality of users from a plurality of terminal apparatuses of the plurality of users (see 
paragraphs [0012] and [0013], where user profile information is received about a 
particular user, and information with respect to their persona and or mood, also see 
paragraph [0155], where users may have particular tastes); 

storing the received plurality of taste information and group information in 
association with the plurality of users (see paragraph [0014], where a personality profile 
is stored for a user, see paragraph [0024], for storage, also see paragraph [0041] where 
personalities may be defined for a group of somehow related users, also see paragraph 
[0068], for a library of virtual personalities); 

receiving an introduction request including search key information from a first 
user (see paragraph [0021], where search key information is received from a user, also 
see paragraph [0036], where a search key may be entered). 
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Refuah does not explicitly teach searching a second user associated with taste 
information having a resemblance to the search key information each other from the 
plurality of taste information stored in association with the plurality of users in the storing 
step, retrieving at least taste information or group information associated with the 
second user information searched in the searching for introduction to the first user, the 
retrieved taste information or group information not being associated with the first user, 
or transmitting the retrieved taste information or group information to a terminal 
apparatus corresponding to the first user. 

However, Julliard teaches: 

searching a second user associated with taste information having a resemblance 
to the search key information each other from the plurality of taste information stored in 
association with the plurality of users in the storing step (see paragraphs [0005] and 
[0007], where items are recommended to users by analyzing user's preferences, and 
linking users to each other based on their personal preferences, see paragraph [0007], 
where taste is equivalent to user preference); 

retrieving at least taste information or group information associated with the 
second user information searched in the searching for introduction to the first user, the 
retrieved taste information or group information not being associated with the first user 
(see paragraph [0005], where items are recommended to users by analyzing user's 
preferences, and linking users to each other based on their personal preferences, see 
paragraph [0006], where recommender systems are present within communities, 
defined by their common interests and practices to effectively share knowledge), and 
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transmitting the retrieved taste information or group information to a terminal 
apparatus corresponding to the first user (see paragraph [0005], where items are 
recommended to users by analyzing user's preferences, and linking users to each other 
based on their personal preferences). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the teachings of Refuah with the teachings of Julliard in order to allow 
the user to review a document available in a list of documents in the shared repository 
to provide feedback on the document. Additionally, in Julliard, the recommendations are 
made while simultaneously storing the document in the shared document repository, 
thus enabling a reduced effort on the part of the user to supply and maintain a 
recommender system. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed March 18, 2010 traversing the Restriction 
Requirement have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Examiner respectfully asserts that there would be a serious burden on the 
examiner if the restriction requirement was not made. 

The current claims have been amended since they were initially examined, which 
necessitated the basis of the Restriction Requirement made January 22, 2010. 



Application/Control Number: 10/568,968 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2167 

Conclusion/Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALEXANDRIA Y. BROMELL whose telephone number 
is (571 )270-3034. The examiner can normally be reached on M - R 9 - 3. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John R. Cottingham can be reached on 571-272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Alexandria Y Bromell/ /C. T. 1.1 

Examiner, Art Unit 2167 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2169 

June 14, 2010 

/John R. Cottingham/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2167 



